


thr don’t fet many nevw cars fike this a
auxhalls neve Calibra
a stunner. The vital
stulistics are 200 2bhp, four-wheel drive,
(-6imph n 6.4sec, 152mph top speed an
£20.951 asking price. It even laoks I
What more do you want in this day and age?
While there are no concrele plans
Calibva Turbo coudd well be used by General
Molors fir a return ta top-tlight 1'aI'1y|'r:g.
welcome news Tor anvone who finds e
Brilish Touring Car ¢ mpionship g 5
ing as a series of 19708 (o
repeats. Vauxhall will prol
a Mobir Sporels Develn
maching un the trishy Hally,
so Calibra Turba owners
can even bhenchil from the
assonniated nwotar sport cochel
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VAUXHALL CALIBRA TURBO 4x4 _

What Calibra Turbe owners will not be
it frorn is 2 mechine which logks
1% frem Lhe less powerful,
[lv-aspirated Calibra 4x4.
¥. vou get 2 Padde on the boot
a cifferent design and larder size of
aluminiurn-allsy wheels and that's your Iot,
i woping that the
mzke up lost ground on
the bells. whistles and bolt-an bits of kit
front, is in for & disappeintment. Tou get
rim .-_.-|.1 2 Lurbo badge. That's righs,

Q b"l’-S aF LU tandard
b"una.hla is .'IE’:'E. housing a
2ado, petrol and temperaturs

g uge1 Eut turbo gauge there is no sign
never mind oil prezeure or oil temperaturs
ore abasnt
can view the Ca
none of
rcise in subtlesy
v or vou could ez it as e
woall round. T know

b drive the car vou begin to
sugpest that mavbe the 'JrJGu.drg:. 5

&N z2magi r'.glz, srmnath boild Fr
Vauxhall has mounted the turbecharger
integrally with the sxhaust manifeld, and

Just another Calibra? New turbo has very
little to distinguich it visoally from other
models, apart from badgzing and different
wheels. The shape is still quite stunming:
though, considering it is Cavaler-hased

Bl6 LraLEe (L

bwe of the claimed benefits are reduced
wanm-up  Llmes and sharper |
response. Compargd wi
aspirated |G-valve
conversion is based
by 42percent to 21
1.&800rpm -';n-wrdx 14350 ft i2 a
the rest com "'a i at
excellent recipe for ge
hurry =
While
refinad in itz pawer

i ra ot ["'b n at 7000

T ocomes on strang fr
_Lﬂt sbout hear
histle — althg
that point
Lmiss ouk o m

i
current mlly trends,
s1X- -.'ma'i geart

¢ might be
Eiz teo noisy  Calil

.
In kezping with

has a ¢cinse-ratis

a unit to gain mar |-'5 for overall The gear ratios, savs ,aut.'lal Mave b
wement, Jur car was delivered direct to choser i
Millbrock Froving Ground, o sur first  “seamless surge of pover

impregsions were gained on the track, as T
on the eoad. in truth, the car fell  the

:_:\;'cs.:.:l to

The Calibra can
evemtually be
provoked into

oversteer by lifting
off mid-corner and
yanking the stesating-
wheel hard

dao 112 o412 45540 Wodd 52 150
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ut any bedy or chassiz medincations.
el gearchange gate Is still used,

i -h gear slotted in “ereb'h ffth. "I\

"|2 giv-gpeed how feels just
apeed unit, pratty darmnad good.
¥ The enly snnsying thing

i h the gear ratios was the
2t in sec er gear the engine kissad the
cessitating
.:ﬂge into reaching
m, and bu ggprmg |* s the al l-important
erformanee figures. [ don't suppose '13'
#= uch in the great 3 1
get decent Agun
eve. adopt a phil

L. and have 4 sp

lown severzl A.2s2c runs in each 4
c;izpcl'ir'c_,' any neticn
th r L'p Hc. seale, I00mph

iy

car”

Millbrook, we test a car's
naximum speed first .-1‘1r| its 'wcHe":ﬂmr
nd, But ']
spenaad with I:|'a.. acs
was still dry, 50 now it was time to head for

JESSEX WRTER NRILSER

: Topically Turbo ,

-

Yauxhall has used & new deslgn of turbo- |
charger Installation for its Gallbra, in the |
nterasts of smooth enging respanss. |
It is hard td Delieve, but this is |
Vauxhall's first attempt at a wrbo engine,
although turba diesal units have bason

| gwailakla for soma time from the compary

The 2-litre, twincam 18-wvalwe enging

| upan which the cunveraien was carricd

our, has siresay Dean wibocharged Oy
Courtanay Conversions.

Byt Vauxiall has broken new ground in
the field of turbechanging. The exhaust
manifold 2nd turhine are grmuped in one unit,

Vaushsll claims that thore ars banefits

| and deslgner slike. |
hoth space and weight savings w be had
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the infamous bowl circuit and go for it

A lot of people say why bother checking
out a car's top speed — isn't it about as
relevant as a Matural Law Farly election
sto? Well, in some ways yes, but
nd around the bowl can tell you more
about a car than just its top speed,

Some cars will thunder arcund quite
happily at 150mph. The Vauxhal! Carlton 24-
velve is a good exampls of this. [ once spenta
whole day driving one around the high speed
bowl. Even four-up, it never batted an eye-lid
or even strubbed a tyre.

Other cars are not quate 54 well behaved.

~ They squirm and buck around
. making the driver sweat a little,
and wish that the person sitting
baside him would just hurry up
end push the button on II:':1r.|l:
third and final stop-watch.

Drespite its four-wheel drive
format, the Vauxball Calibra
Turbo 4x4 never inspired confi-
dence on the bowl. Tts suspension
falt s]i_‘,‘"*tl;.r unsettied, and the
car felt as though it wanted to
wander aff. The situabion was
aggravated by the Calibra's steer-
ing. It is just tog light and vague
to merit its existence on a car
such as this ane. .

Comparisons with the steer-

of all there

the bannet. Seeondly, thers io lose
hast loss. The ket exhsust gsses heve a
shorler diztance to trovel Belwesn fns
valves and lwiking Blades. This heips
reduce wanm-up  time.  Wihout a
turbocharger flande to get in the way, the
oxhavet bypass junction can now be locst
Away 1 the tushine hauslng. This a
the gt ta flow streight to the turbine inlst
Om the road, the system certainly seams
1o work well. The notwricus zide effzcia of
£oma turbocharging — namely @ calay in the
turoo coming on stream, followsad by & bang
and =n unrefined rush of powser a5 1 does -
are naticeshia by their absence, |

usneler

ing system fitted to the Missan
GTI-R are irresistible and not at
gl flattering to the Vauxhall. The
Nissan's steering doles out
detziled and correct information
in leather binders with your name
on them. The Calibra’s steering
puts you om hold and playe some
incidental background music.

The car oaly reached
149.imph, some way olf
Vauxhall's claimed 2132mph,

although on flat the claim
should be validated. This figure
was ved in siuth daar, as the
hitting its rev-limiter flat

El;i .r-_'nad Calibra is &
L

Qut on
lat of fun to drive, but compl

“qplu't._ on is marred
L'InSS is and s_ﬂ.r'n;,
h L:Ln t quite keep 1
l'1e awcellant angine and gearbos.

While Vauxiall deseribes the
four-wheel system as fitled to the
Calibra Turbo as permanent, it i
basically 2 beefad-up ver I
that found in other Cavaliers :m:l
C 2s, and therefore per
nent on n the sensz that vou
cannot switch it on or off. When
you brake, drive is discuntinued
to the rear wheels in order
allow the anti-lock brakes to
come into play. Also the forque
split hetween the front and rear
wheels is not constant bot varies
depanding on the amount of grip
availzhle st the time,

TOTAL Fopl
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VAUXHALL CALIBRA TURBO 4x4

Where have ail

Crip, &2 you would cxpect, is remarkabhy

high. Handling is initially neutral, building the instruments
intou nuurgteer. At times you think the car is gone? Calibra
understezring too much, but as lorg 25 you turbo doesn’t
keep your foot hard down, it will pull vou aven offer 3

around the cornzr. Lifting off the thrattle
wan't cause muoch drama vnless you are Boost Eauge.
cormaring very fast. Then, the car can be Could EEE'::EIY
o ar

prevoked inte lift-off oversteer made and
cven the occasional brief, four-wheel drift
but jt does take & falr amount of provoki ng
The iift-off oversteer ig certainly not thare to
the level that you could use it when and
where you wanted,
Suspension i3 taken

MarPherann strabs, enil
dampers and anti-roll bar at the frong, while
the rear set-up utilises semi-trailing arms,
coil springs, an anti-roll bar and gas pressure

Leather trim

R COMMEsS as

f / Equipment standard.
i1 List Interfor space is
R - ; 4 impressive for a
coupé with
enouph room for
four aduits

ATUTHNILTI-8E gy
whizels
windows

Electls seats

Trip camputer

Air conditloning

batallia paint

Laathar $rim

Steron cazsots

Heated =aat

Sunreof

| W roundad N wont seplalis NG = oo coxtoption

the last word in 'c‘ntro .:.11 ,t p_c!r L.;
motorwiy ndges rather thar ignoring them,
Comi ned w (h pocr stezring, the result iz 2
loppy whera

:r-g ne fedponse on bhe road i e
t! at six- ﬁF:BL box works well, Tt

(=8

L:arger alustinium-alloy wheesls Calibra offers a surprisingty large ametn
differentiate Turbe medels from of boot space, although the load lip is
standard. There's a boot badge ton quite high for qugmg in heavier kit

.ne.r fifth, for same sxtra
less, sixth is still 2 usabl
Hets slightly larger &
on the normal car
I, but e

rde. “usn'a"'lr'-

lic doesn't often get the
¢ bo buy a car like this. o a
manufacturer doesn't often get the chanes to engimeering mend
build ane. Vauxhalt had the chance to builda from the 4
RLIper cwpu. something that -m_IJ blow the  antl-lgek bra
opposition into lhe weeds, Thal change Mas appear 1o have got




Faur I wnirduri-aliay cplinde

- nead, eastiron block, SEma bars,

| BEmm stroke. Pront mransversaly.
mounted

! CAPACITY, o 1928

#ALVE GEAR cahe, t{)em-c. balt driven

=ith four valves per g

coOMPRESSION R.'l.‘l'lﬂ 25

FURL IGNITION STSTEM

rrafteasint port fuel Ijection with
Elasch Motronie M2 T &lectronic
[Teitestol EI’PEIN min unlaadad

ZEnESL SEAVSL At standerd
FﬂWEFL."\'-'ETI.'-.HT RATHY, Bhp, ton

FEAK FOWER. han rprm 201,75 00
PEAK TORGUE, Ny B, rgm 207 /2, 400

COMPOSITE ECONOMY: 30.9ma¢

(Ml urtetir plus quarer 58 and 7Amph
AaAdngs/
Besd g 1esl, 2

""-'-'6
‘agimum rangﬂ ‘LH milss

CHASSIS:
BODY, mongcogue chessls with twoe
aser allatesl ssupé faur sgoler by
Clalmad karh walght: 3,020

1) 3,307.3

Max pormisalbie walght: 3,625k
Fual tank eapmotry: 14gal
SLREPENSION, frant Independent via
MacPhoross stats, sl Springs, goo
flled dampars and antl-moll har
SUSPENSION, mor Incepandgent vlg
samiralling Brres, ooll 2eings, antiqal
nar and gas pressure gampers
STEERING, rack snd pinicn powar
assistad, 3.3 tums loek bo el
BRAKES, fromi /reor venilotss

digs fealid dico with andilggl

WHEELS /TYRES, Slxléin aluminiam-
aligr wheo!s,Fractone Frohawk

PR RS TRAE DEDE

TR AN SN

TYPE, siwspeed manual all-
synchramasn gearmox griving 20 Teur
WIESIS, Frant Tansversek-mountsa
|"|'|'ERPW- RATIOS AND MPH,/L.OOORPM,
ainth 0. 72:1,/25.32 fitth . ti% 1210
fourth L1001 170 thind 145535
socond 3.16:1/8.67 fired 3.57:1/5
final dedive front/rasr 3. 7302 /3, 70: 1

SERVICE AND WARRANTY

2,000 mile Imenvals, 15,007
msjor 2endze L2 mantng wnli
milgags, &yoar anti perigration

DIAENSIONS: LENGTH, In 176.5 WIDTH, In 86,5 HEIGNT, in 52.0 WHEELBASE, in 102 .4 TRACK, tént/rear, In 55.1/58.9
HERD WEIGHT, Ib (&2 teated with ful {uel tank and 155k o

SPARE FARTS PRICES [incl VAT)

Windsoreen wizer Bades

ireplacement)... A7
Brake shoec and pags -
(eomplete 8 88l £431,00
Headiamp unit [replasens ~ELIT.E8
¥indsereen [replscement).....  E158.80
Froed wing irepfacerment) ... £88 Q1
4 {eemplote replasesnont

e 1T 26
 PRice: |
BASIC PRICE ..o £17,118.80
CAR TAX . £7131%
VAT s F 120,21
TaTAL BASIC FRICE
{Inci. taxas), .. 220,500
TOTAL PRICE A% TESTED
(InGl. taxes) . .___._......£220,550.00
INSURANCE GROUP TEA
Mong

MAMUFACTURER /UK IMPORTER:
Yauxhall Metors Umited,

Gritfin Housa,

Osboms Road,

Lulon LUL 3YT

(0582} 21127
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Englee

g, 130600
nEvErEeTItunies

Genikaa RS
Elalmrad top spaed

50 mph
20-5i in tgarth
S0-T0H N Efth
Sevemment Composie pg
ried ine dnxge

i b frs cor nom ks :
Calibra. .-—wl-ar,c ol
| 18valve g worke well, shing 0o

< R
GUfrpin in 9. 1sec. Inside tharg |5
fenin fof foui edully and esm's g
SRaca tes. The 4ad apaioy
2ni level of g

a3 ; which fails w nfarm
|_ g Srogr sutficiently,

Roedy
Engina

Gearbox
Claimad too gpeed

A0 mph

350 in fourth

S0-7C In fifth

Gavariment Compesite mag
Price Inc Laxes

The soiing may 08 8 HItis wesd o 53
fastes. Dut der' el that pul wou o
thirge are Bagic. but don't ler that g
oF gitner. The Mizsan Su nny s I:l..
one & the most patent threa.dpar 1
FalMz Off Me marksl, Enging parimes
= shattenng, wrie grp and handEng arg sd
wou wnuit exmacd of 3 rally car ar tha seas
Sagic, but, basicaly bilant.

By
Englnn
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Glaimed top spoed
B9 mph T
30-30 In Fairth S.4zpc
S0-T0 In Mith 3
Gevammtant Composits mpz 314
Price nc taves £

! sling. Supar smeark alh
Tt Twirgam :ri né E9es SOME way 12
making Ll 120 it. Soghistcated chassis
erisunes saceligr TGIRE Wl 0 dry, whils
goed Braien odd e driver confdoaes, A
TErestive diving machirm
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VAUXHALL CALIBRA TURBO 4x4 POWER AND TORGUE
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APM X 1,000

ACCELERITIGH 0-100 mph

T sp2ec; f-e0mps; 20-S0mph;
= _-.Dn.:'u ECOMONY, A irdes

i:'n-.rl ECERES T

UEHHICT Wakhall's ngw Tl\..lLL'

Calibra bossts tke
geod loakz, Then is bowses
0 distinguish the newcgmer fram
the rest of the range extamally.
Intemaliy i sYmars ffom a chronic
I=ck of Ingbmeniation. The melo wiik
f:M¢ an the Gﬂ“I'.I'E 12 eRetliEnl,
avein if tha reault fa & Ltke noisy,
Tre ngw siv-soead gesrhnx works

well &nd the resulf
5 superd pedan
nangE, Sadhy, e

chiaais and
atesring dom't
auita fhea up s
sxtectalians




